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February 2019 Saturday, 2 February 
GROUNDHOG DAY 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station  
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop  
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm - Historical Society Soup / Stew Supper, 

Pownalborough Hall 

Sunday, 3 February 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop open 

Monday, 4 February 
6:00 pm Select Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

Tuesday, 5 February 
1:30 pm - 7 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 pm Planning Board meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

Wednesday, 6 February 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough Station 
7:00 pm Dresden Fire Association monthly business 

meeting 

Thursday, 7 February 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - Music Jam, Pownalborough Hall. 

Saturday, 9 February 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:00 pm - Dresden Historical Society, Bridge Acad. Library 

Sunday, 10 February 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop 

Tuesday, 12 February 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 pm Bridge Acad. Library: Adult Book Group 
6:30 pm Sno-Valley Riders Club, Old Town Hall 

Wednesday, 13 February 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough Station 

Thursday, 14 February 
ST. VALENTINE’S DAY 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
5:00 pm Select Board Meeting, Dresden Town Office 

Calendar of Events in Dresden 

February 2019 
See articles inside for details. 

Saturday, 16 February 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 17 February 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop 

Monday, 18 February 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY 

Town office closed. 

Tuesday, 19 February 
1:30 pm - 7 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 pm Planning Board meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

Wednesday, 20 February 

6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 
Station 

Thursday, 21 February 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - Music Jam, Pownalborough Hall. 

Saturday, 23 February 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 24 February 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Tuesday, 26 February 
1:30 pm - 7 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

Wednesday, 27 February 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 

Station 

Thursday, 28 February 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

The Dresden Communicator is assembled with 
volunteer help and designed by Henry Lyons for 
distribution by the Town of Dresden, with help 
from Chris Hallowell and The Copy Shop, as a 
public resource for all Dresden residents. 
Anyone in town wishing to publish articles and 

meeting dates in the Dresden Communicator 
should contact Henry Lyons, 409-6950 or 
bridgeacademydresden@yahoo.com    Deadline 
for submissions: the 20th of each month. 

Seen in Dresden 
January, 2018 
 

By K. D. Vitelli 
 
 After a full week of semi-hysterical anticipation in the news media, the season’s 
biggest winter storm so far has finally, as I write, arrived. So far, it has fallen well 
short of the predicted 12-18” of snow, capped by a ¾” layer of ice. Right now it 
sounds and looks like freezing rain, but the snow is still light and fluffy and I see no 
signs of icing on trees or other objects (no complaint implied). We still have some 
hours left before it ends, and it is definitely cold out there, so thanks go out to the 
folks on plow, snow blower, and shovel duty. 
 Until this storm, the weather seemed to be having trouble deciding whether it 
was really January in Maine or not. I’ve lost track of how many times the Eastern 
River has frozen solid and then thawed and sent the ice blocks down stream, with 
common mergansers arriving the minute open water appeared anywhere, and 
disappearing as soon as everything froze up again. 

(continued  inside) Follow Dresden on Facebook: 
@ DresdenME 

Planning a wedding? Consider the Pownal-
borough Court House and grounds for a 
great place for your event with views of the 
Kennebec River, parking, and 3.5 miles of 
hiking trails.  PCH has a full kitchen, a pri-
vate room for the bridal party, electricity, 
plenty of space for a large reception tent, 
and an ADA accessible bathroom, at VERY 
reasonable rates. For more pictures and con-
tact information, please visit Pownalbor-
ough Court House Museum on Facebook. 



Dresden Masonic Lodge #103 
 
No meeting this month. 

Website: https://103-me.ourlodgepage.com 
Facebook: @Dresden103 

Dresden Historical Society 

 Dresden Historical Society  members will be 
meeting at Bridge Academy library on Saturday, 
Feb. 9 at 1:00 p.m. We have been very fortunate 
to have some new memberships come in and 
familiar folks renewing.  It’s great to have more 
people with an interest in history and to help with 
our efforts. 
 NOTE:  Please mark your calendar for our 
upcoming suppers which will be held on the first 
Saturday of each month and are as 
follows:  February 02 (Soup/Stew), March 02 
(Beans/dogs, etc) and April 06 (Casseroles/
sides).  All suppers will be held at 
Pownalborough Hall from 5:00 – 6:30 
p.m.  Prices will still be $7.00 adults, $3.00 for 
children under 12 and Free for Children under 
5.  We hope you’ll plan to attend for some great 
food, fun, and conversation.  Thank you to 
everyone who made our Chili/Chowder supper 
so successful.  We hope you’ll come again and 
maybe bring some others with you.  
 

Dresden Planning Board  
 
The Dresden Planning Board meets on the first 
and third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
Pownalborough Hall (provided we have business 
to address).  Our next meeting is scheduled 
for February 05 at which time we will be 
reviewing a proposed multi-unit apartment 
project from Janet Stewart.  If you have a project 
in mind or would like to have information on the 
process, please contact the Chairman, Jeff Pierce, 
at 441-3006 or leave a message at the Town 
Office.   Our meetings are open to the public.  
 

Read-A-like Wizard, where you can tell it 

a book you like and get suggestions for 

future reading! All this and more in one 

spot! Check it out today! 

 Adult Book Group: The February 

discussion book for the book club will be 

Mrs. Sherlock Holmes by Brad Ricca. The 

book club meets on the second Tuesday 

of the month at 6:30pm at the library. 

The next session will be held on Tuesday 

February 12th. Join up! 

 Spotlight Book: Swan Island in the 

Kennebec: Journey to Sowangen-Island of  

Eagles by T. Blen Parker. This long awaited 

historical novel that launches a trilogy  

draws on the Richmond author‘s extensive 

research and personal knowledge of an  

island that figures largely in our local 

history. Look for more information and an  

author visit at the library coming soon! 

 

Dresden Swap Shop 
 

 Thursday       1-3 pm 
Saturday        9-11:00 am and 1-3 pm 
Sunday          9-11:30 am 

Dresden Fire Association  
 
 DFA will have a monthly business 
meeting on Wednesday, February 06, at 
7:00 p.m. in Pownalborough Hall.  Our 
meetings are open to the public.  Welcome 
to new members Cindy & Jay Cummings, 
as well as new firefighter applicant, Bill 
Munsey.   
 

Dresden Fire Department  
 
 DFD members will meet every 
Wednesday at Pownalborough Station 
at 6:30 p.m. for truck/station 
maintenance.  Any training or other events 
will be posted on the Board.   The ladder 
truck will be getting it’s new lettering; then 
the firefighters will be training on the truck 
and apparatus.  We hope to have it all done 
very soon.  New members are always a very 
welcome addition to the fire 
department.  Remember that open 
burning permits may be obtained 
from www.wardensreport.com at no 
charge or if you don’t have a computer 
and printer, you can obtain one from an 
issuing agent.   

Bridge Academy Library  
44 Middle Road, Dresden, ME  04342 

Telephone: (207) 737-8810 
 

Tues & Thurs 1:30-7:00pm 
Sat 9:00am-12:00pm  

 

 Bridge Academy Public Library 

would like to thank all the community 

members who generously purchased 

books on our BAPL Christmas Wish List 

to donate to our collection. We appreciate 

your gift to our local readers!  

 Digital Maine Library: MARVEL is 

now the Digital Maine Library, providing 

access to thousands of periodicals and 

reference books, vehicle repair manuals, 

language learning resources and more! 

The Digital Maine Library may be 

accessed from any public, school or 

academic library in Maine. Access is also 

available from your home or business in 

Maine. Access from out of state is 

available with a valid Maine library card. 

For more information go to https://

library.digitalmaine.org/about/getting-

started-with-digital-maine-library/

 Spotlight on...Books & Authors: 

Know what you are going to read next? 

Let Books & Authors help with expert 

title recommendations, reading lists and 

more! Looking for a good book, but not 

sure where to start? Use the Who, What, 

Where, When feature to browse by 

Character, Subject, Location and Time 

Period and get a visual representation of 

matching books. Other helpful features 

include My Reading Room, where you 

can save your reading lists, etc., Best 

Seller and Award Winner lists and the 

THE DRESDEN COMMUNICATOR 
Dresden Town Office  

534 Gardiner Road, P.O. Box 30  
Dresden, ME 04342 
 

Online payment options and more information are 
at townofdresden.com.  Normal hours are: 

 
And the first Saturday of every month, from 9 am – noon. 
We now do motor vehicle registrations on Tuesday as well. 

 

Dresden Sno-Valley Riders Club 
 
 Dresden Sno-Valley Riders will meet on 
Tuesday, February 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Old 
Town House on Rt. 197.   It’s nice to see the 
snowfall that we recently got.  Hopefully it will 
stick around so we can get some nice 
snowmobiling in.   If you have a section of trail 
that you know needs to be cleared, please contact 
either Rick at 737-4924 or Reid at 629-2696.  New 
members are coming in and other members have 
begun to renew.  If you would like to join, you can 
either come to a meeting or call Shari at 737-2566 
and we’ll gladly get your application done.  Our 
meetings are always open to the public, so stop by 
and check it out, have a cup of coffee or a snack.  
 

Dresden Music Jam 

Do you enjoy playing or listening to music?  Join 
us at 6 pm on the first and third Thursdays of the 
month at the Pownalborough Hall (fire station).  
Type of music:  acoustic instruments, bluegrass, 
country and western, folk.   Ability level: beginner 
up.  Who?  Anyone.  Come play, hum, sing along 
or listen.  Open to all Dresden residents and their 
friends.  Come and enjoy the fun! 
 

Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri 

1 pm -  
6 pm 

10 am -  
5 pm 

9 am -  
3 pm 

1 pm -  
7 pm 

9 am - 
1 pm  Before the freezes, neighbors 

watched an otter with three little pups 
playing near the Kennebec shoreline. 
More recently, an ermine was 
weaseling about town. I’ve noticed a 
number of times that nuthatches and 
downy woodpeckers have been 
“freezing” on the suet basket: staying 
absolutely still for minutes on end, 
which usually signals the presence of 
a raptor in the neighborhood, but I’ve 
not managed to see a hawk or owl. 
Recently, a friend did catch sight of a 
barred owl, prowling by day, not far 
from the recycle center.  
 Some years I’ve had not a single 
turkey come through my yard, but 
this year a flock of 17 hens and last 
summer’s poults have been regular 
visitors, circling the house several 
times a day. One afternoon, three of 
them came together under the apple 
tree and started stretching their necks 
and pecking at each other’s bills. One 
dropped out of this activity, but the 
other two continued, bashing necks 
and becoming increasingly aggressive 
with their pecking, until one rammed 
her beak deep inside the other’s. I 
then watched two large turkey bodies 
with what looked like a single head 
dance in circles from one end of the 
yard to the other and back again, 
lasting for a full 5 minutes. I started 
to feel alarmed and wondered if I 
should do something to help them out 
(but what?), when they suddenly 
separated and went calmly back to 
pecking at the ground. Best I can 
figure is that the dance was part of 
establishing the pecking order in this 
flock. A few days later, the whole 
flock took off and flew across the 

Seen in Dresden  
(continued from page 1) 

The Brick School, 1816 
River Road, Dresden, Maine 

Eastern River, where four toms 
have been reported to be hanging 
out. The hens have been back 
since then, without the toms, but 
soon enough they will all be 
joining forces. 
 It is almost time for the 
annual President’s Day weekend 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC). Sponsored by 
Audubon, the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, and Wild Birds 
Unlimited, the GBBC is a citizen 
science project, for beginner and 
expert bird watchers alike, that 
provides a valuable snapshot of 
where birds are everywhere in 
the world on four days in 
February. This year the Count 
takes place on Fri. Feb 16 
through Mon. Feb 19. 
Participants need only spend at 
least 15 minutes each day 
recording how many of each bird 
species they see at one time, and 
submitting their counts online at 
www.birdcount.org. Audubon 
and the Cornell Lab both have 
web pages that explain the 
process in detail, as well as 
providing lots of tips on 
identification, checklists for our 
area, a free birding app, and 
other cool information. Five or 
ten years ago, Dresden was in 
the top 5-6 locations in Maine in 
numbers of records submitted. 
Recently those numbers have 
dropped to almost zero. Can we 
climb back up with a new 
generation of involved citizen 
scientists? 

“Turkeys on my lawn” 
Photo credit:  
Henry Lyons 


