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POSTAL CUSTOMER 

November 2019 
Saturday, 2 November 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm Town Office open 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 3 November 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Monday, 4 November 
6:30 pm Planning Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall  

Tuesday, 5 November 
8:00 am - 8:00 pm  Referendum election, Pownalborough 

Hall (transportation bond & alternative signature) 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm Select Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

Wednesday, 6 November 

6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough Station 
7:00 pm Dresden Fire Association, Pownalborough Hall. 

Thursday, 7 November 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Music Jam, Pownalborough Hall 

Saturday, 9 November 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 10 November 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Tuesday, 12 November 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 pm  Adult Book Group, Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 p.m. Sno-Valley Riders, Old Town House on Rt. 197 

Wednesday, 13 November 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough Station 

Thursday, 14 November 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Pownalborough Court House 

Stewardship Committee, Pownalborough Hall 

Saturday, 16 November 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Calendar of Events in Dresden 

November 2019 
See articles inside for details. 

Sunday, 17 November 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Monday, 18 November 
6:30 pm Planning Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall  

Tuesday, 19 November 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm Select Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

Wednesday, 20 November 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 

Station 

Thursday, 21 November 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Music Jam, Pownalborough Hall 

Saturday, 23 November 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
5:00 pm - Dresden Historical Society potluck and 

business meeting, Pownalborough Hall. 

Sunday, 24 November 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop 

Tuesday, 26 November 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

Wednesday, 27 November 

6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 
Station 

Thursday, 28 & 29 November 
THANKSGIVING  HOLIDAY 
Town offices and services closed. 

Saturday, 30 November 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

The Dresden Communicator is assembled with volunteer help 
and designed by Henry Lyons for distribution by the Town of 
Dresden, with help from Chris Hallowell and The Copy Shop, 
as a public resource for all Dresden residents. Anyone in town 
wishing to publish articles and meeting dates in the Dresden 
Communicator should contact Henry Lyons at Finestkind Web 
Design, 409-6950 or bridgeacademydresden@yahoo.com    
Deadline for submissions: the 20th of each month. 

Seen in Dresden 
October, 2019 
 

By K. D. Vitelli 
 
  A year ago we were all complaining about the endless numbers of squirrels, 
mice, chipmunks and assorted other rodents that were invading our feeders, 
garages, houses—our lives. This year, many of you are reporting the absence or 
drastically reduced numbers of same. What’s going on? It turns out this pattern is 
evident all around New England, and can be explained, at least for the most part, 
by a fairly normal and natural “boom-bust cycle.” Those rodents (and their 
predators on up the food chain) depend on the seeds and nuts of trees for food. If 
trees produced a regular quantity of seeds and nuts every year, the animals would 
devour all of them, with none, or too few left over to germinate into new trees. So 
trees have evolved a system to ensure their future. Some years, known as mast 
years, most trees in one region produce a huge volume of seeds and nuts, way 
more than the rodent (and turkey and deer) population can devour, so there are 
plenty left to produce new trees. The over-production of a mast year uses a lot of 
energy, so in subsequent years the same trees produce little to no seed. That’s the 
tree cycle. The rodents and their dependents have to deal with it. 
 

(continued inside) 

Follow Dresden on Facebook: 
@ DresdenME 

PHOTOS!  We are looking for good Dresden-based 
photos you have taken for royalty-free use in the 
communicator.  Please submit them to 
bridgeacademydresden@yahoo.com   

   
Deadline for submissions: the 20th of each month.  
Disclaimer: Fame and fortune are not guaranteed after 
submission.  Photos will appear in black and white only. 

 On Oct 2nd, the 
Dresden Fire Dept. 
had their annual 
school visit to 
Dresden Elementary. 
They led a fire drill, 
classroom 
presentations, and 
took kids out to see 
the fire engines. K-2 
students enjoyed 
seeing the 
firefighters in their 
gear and asked good 
questions. After the 
fire department left, 
K and 1 spent the rest 
of the morning making fire truck snacks and 
other fire prevention activities.  (One more 
photo inside this issue.) 
 
—Katrina Willey  



Dresden Fire Association  
 Members will meet on Wednesday, 
November 06 at 7 p.m. in Pownalborough 
Hall.  We will be preparing for our annual 
Christmas Tree Fundraiser which we 
begin right after Thanksgiving.  Look for 
posters with more information.  We hope 
everyone will have a wonderful holiday 
with family and friends.  
 

Dresden Masonic Lodge 
#103 

 Please check Facebook or our website 
for meeting times and updates this month. 
Website: https://103-
me.ourlodgepage.com 
Facebook: @Dresden103 
 

Dresden Historical Society 
 The DHS will have their annual 
business meeting/potluck supper on 
Saturday, November 23 at 5 p.m. in 
Pownalborough Hall.  We will hold 
election of officers and directors for the 
2020 fiscal year.  We urge all available 
members to attend supper, then a business 
meeting, and we plan to have a speaker 
immediately following.   

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Public Supper Schedule 
These are always fun and filling.   Buffet 
style that’s all you can eat.  All suppers 
are 5 to 6:30  pm. 
 

Jan. 04 Chili/ Chowder  
Feb. 01 Soup/Stew  
Mar. 07 Casserole  
Apr. 04 Beans & Hot dog 

 
Cost: $7.00 for adults – $ 3.00 for children 
under 12 and FREE for children under 5 
years.   
 We are also planning to have special 
speakers throughout the winter, so watch 
for notices and posters.  History is a 
wonderful thing to learn.  
 

Dresden Music Jam 
 The Dresden Music Jam is 
back!  We're pleased to announce that for 
the fourth year the Dresden Music Jam is 
on again.. This Jam is open to Dresden 
residents and their friends. Bring an 
instrument  or just your voice or just come 
to watch.  IT’S FREE to ALL. The Jam is 
held on the first and third Thursday of 
each month at Pownalborough Hall at 6:00 
PM.  We play mostly traditional bluegrass, 
folk, and country music with acoustic 
instruments. Come join the fun!    

Lexi and Cameron, so Lexi comes up with a 
plan to get him to fall for another girl. But  
when Lexi has a change of heart, can she 
find a way to rekindle her relationship with  
Cameron before his twelfth date with 
Jaylene at the Christmas Ball? 
 
Picture books 
Peef the Christmas Bear by Tom Hegg: A 
Christmas teddy bear made by Santa comes  
to life and yearns to belong and bring 
happiness to one small child. 
 

Dresden Swap Shop 
Always an adventure, always free! 
  

Thursday       1-3 pm 
Saturday        9-11:00 am and 1-3 pm 
Sunday          9-11:30 am 

 
Dresden Fire Department   

Dresden Elementary School visit, October 2nd, 2019 

 
 Personnel will meet every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. at Pownalborough Station for 
truck/station maintenance, training or other 
specific events or activities.  We would like 
to thank everyone who attended our annual 
Fire Prevention Open House.  It was great 
to see so many of our neighbors and friends 
and families come to this special event.  We 
would also like to thank all those who 
donated to the event and other towns who 
provided a fire truck or other apparatus.  We 
hope to see you again next year.  Until then, 
have a safe and happy year.  Remember that 
with the cold weather coming quickly, you 
should make sure to have all your heating 
sources checked for safety and change the 
batteries in your smoke detectors.  Thank 
you all again.  
 
 

Bridge Academy Library  
44 Middle Road, Dresden, ME  04342 

Telephone: (207) 737-8810 
 

Tues & Thurs 1:30-7:00 pm 
Sat 9:00 am-12:00 pm  

 
Adult Book Group: The November 
discussion book for the book club will be 
Tribe by Sebastian Junger. The book club 
meets on the second Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30pm at the library. The next session 
will be held on Tuesday November 12.  
 
Tis the season! 
The library will continue to maintain our 
Christmas Wish List year round at 
Amazon.com, but we like to remind 
patrons about it as the season of giving  
approaches! Our budget is small so we are 
always looking for community help to fill  
the shelves with some great new reads for 
all ages. For more information about how  
you can help, call the library at 737-8810. 
 
Reads to put you in the holiday mood: 
 
Adult fiction 
A Mrs. Miracle Christmas by Debbie 
Macomber: Mrs. M is back! In this 
uplifting new holiday tale she shows a 
family struggling with unfulfilled dreams 
and new responsibilities that they are 
blessed. 
 
Adult Audios 
First Snow by Nora Roberts: Two reader-
favorite stories about finding romance for  
the holidays by the New York Times 
bestselling author. 
 
Youth Fiction 
The Twelve Dates of Christmas by Cathy 
Hapka. There's a spark missing between 

THE DRESDEN COMMUNICATOR 
 
Dresden Planning Board  
 The Dresden Planning Board will meet on the 
first & third Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
Pownalborough Hall.  If you have questions about a 
project, feel free to contact the chairman, Jeff 
Pierce, at either 441-3006 or 737-4335 to leave a 
message.   
 

Dresden Sno-Valley Riders  
 The club will meet on Tuesday, November 12 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Old Town House on route 
197.  We’re still working on what area we need to 
start on for clearing the trails so we can get it done 
before the snow.  If you’re a snow enthusiast, we’d 
love to have you join.  Our meetings are open to the 
public and we invite anyone to stop by and check it 
out, have a cup of coffee and chat.  
 

Dresden Town Office  
534 Gardiner Road, P.O. Box 30  
Dresden, ME 04342 
(207) 737-4335 
Online payment options and more information 
are at townofdresden.com.  HOURS: 

 
And the first Saturday of every month, from 9 am – noon. 

 

Pownalborough Court House 
 November hunting season is in full swing and 
the Court House trails are not posted so please wear 
orange when hiking the trails. Even though there is 
no hunting on Sunday, it is still advisable to wear 
orange in case there is a hunter looking for game 
that may have been injured the day before. This is 
allowed if the hunter has wounded a deer and gets 
permission from DIF&W to look for that animal on 
Sunday. This rarely happens but it is a possibility.  

Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri 

CLOSED 9 am -  
4 pm 

9 am -  
4 pm 

9 am -  
6 pm 

9 am - 
4 pm 

Seen in Dresden  
(continued from page 1) 

 2016 and 2017 were both mast 
years (rare to have two years in a 
row), with plentiful maple seeds, 
acorns, and other nuts. The rodents 
took good advantage, ate heartily, and 
successfully produced and raised 
large numbers of offspring. Thus, we 
had an over-abundance of squirrels et 
al by 2018, when the trees produced 
minimal fruit and the rodents were 
left hungry. They had to range farther 
and farther looking for food, 
including into our houses. Many were 
hit by cars as they crossed roads 
looking for greener pastures. Lots 
didn’t make it through the winter. 
Those that did had smaller, and less 
successful broods, they had to 
scavenge more often, which gave 
them greater exposure to predators 
(hence, many of you reported seeing, 
last year, lots of hawks and owls 
hunting in our fields). Last winter 
was hard on them. We’re not seeing 
them now because they are not there. 
The good news for them is that this 
year is another mast year (as you’ll 
know if you’ve walked under an oak 
tree recently and twisted your ankle 
on the carpet of acorns). By next 
summer we’ll have a lot more 
squirrels, chipmunks, and mice to 
complain about again. 
 Many of you also reported the 
absence of birds at feeders this 
month. We hope the reasons are that 
a lot of the birds that were around all 
summer are now in migration, and 
our winter birds are still finding 
plenty of seeds and insects in the 
fields and woods. A few titmice, 
nuthatches, young cardinals, brown 
creepers and other winter regulars are 
starting to visit the feeders; a trio of 
fledgling goldfinches nearly emptied 
the birdbath, while a couple of 
sparrows waited in line for their turn. 
Down at Green Point a couple of drab 

myrtle warblers made an 
appearance, along with a white 
heron and a kingfisher. Several of 
you reported hearing or seeing 
barred owls this month. As I write 
(10/15), the sun is shining on the 
brilliant leaf colors (although 
already quite a few trees are bare) 
and a surprising number of flowers 
are still in bloom, even after a 
couple of light frosts. As 
temperatures drop we should see 
the birds coming back. Sign up for 
Project Feederwatch (Google it for 
instructions), which begins another 
season November 10. It is a good 
way to contribute to keeping track 
of birds to see if our local birds are 
doing better than the larger 
populations. 
 The occasional butterfly still 
appears with the sun. Remaining 
aster and other blossoms each has 
a little bee curled up inside, 
waiting for the sun. We’ve had an 
abundance of fuzzy caterpillars, 
many unfamiliar: white, black and 
white, yellow, woolly bears— 
from various kinds of tussock 
moths, although not, fortunately, 
the brown tail moth. Many of 
those other fuzzy caterpillars can 
also cause an itchy rash, especially 
in children, so best not to handle 
them. 
 Soak up the wonderful color 
we still have. Soon enough we’ll 
enter the world of  grays and 
browns again. 

Photo credit: Dave Probert 

“Acorns” photo by K. D. Vitelli 

- TOWN NOTICES - 
 The Town of Dresden will sell 
the property located at 163 Common 
Road through Cromwell Coastal 
Properties.  The property was fore-
closed on due to outstanding taxes.  
Keep an eye out for a listing in com-
ing weeks. 
 All taxpayers who have an un-
paid property tax balance from the 
2017 tax year will be sent a 30-day 
pending foreclosure / tax acquired 
status notice in late December 2019.  
Please call the town office with any 
questions regarding your tax status. 


