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October 2019 
Tuesday, 1 October 

1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm Select Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall 
6:00pm Dresden Masonic Lodge #103.  Special 

Communication EA Degree, 6:00pm meal, 7:00pm 
meeting. 

Wednesday, 2 October 

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Fire Prevention Open House, 
Pownalborough Station 

Thursday, 3 October 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Music Jam, Pownalborough Hall 

Saturday, 5 October 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 6 October 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Monday, 7 October 
6:30 pm Dresden Historical Society, Yellow Schoolhouse 
6:30 pm Planning Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall  

Tuesday, 8 October 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 pm  Adult Book Group, Bridge Acad. Library 
6:30 p.m. Sno-Valley Riders, Old Town House on Rt. 197 
6:30pm Dresden Masonic Lodge #103.  Stated 

Communication, 6:30pm meal, 7:30pm meeting.  

Wednesday, 9 October 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough Station 

Thursday, 10 October 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Pownalborough Court House 

Stewardship Committee, Pownalborough Hall 

Saturday, 12 October 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 13 October 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Tuesday, 15 October 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm Select Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

Calendar of Events in Dresden 

October 2019 
See articles inside for details. 

Wednesday, 16 October 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 

Station 

Thursday, 17 October 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Music Jam, Pownalborough Hall 

Saturday, 19 October 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
2:00 pm - Historical Society Speaker, Scott Belongie, 

Pownalborough Hall 

Sunday, 20 October 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop 

Monday, 21 October 
6:30 pm Planning Board Meeting, Pownalborough Hall 

(if needed) 

Tuesday, 22 October 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

Wednesday, 23 October 

6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 
Station 

Thursday, 24 October 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

Saturday, 26 October 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Bridge Acad. Library 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
9:00 am - 11:00 am & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 

Sunday, 27 October 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station open 
9:00 am - 11:30 am Swap Shop Open 

Tuesday, 29 October 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

Wednesday, 30 October 
6:30 pm Dresden Fire Department, Pownalborough 

Station 

Thursday, 31 October  
 HALLOWEEN 

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Dresden Transfer Station 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Swap Shop 
1:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Bridge Acad. Library 

The Dresden Communicator is assembled with volunteer help 
and designed by Henry Lyons for distribution by the Town of 
Dresden, with help from Chris Hallowell and The Copy Shop, 
as a public resource for all Dresden residents. Anyone in town 
wishing to publish articles and meeting dates in the Dresden 
Communicator should contact Henry Lyons at Finestkind Web 
Design, 409-6950 or bridgeacademydresden@yahoo.com    
Deadline for submissions: the 20th of each month. 

Seen in Dresden 
September, 2019 
 

By K. D. Vitelli 
 
  September brings an end to summer’s rhythm and routine, ready or not. The 
big bad world returns to a more prominent place in our lives, this year with an 
emphasis on the climate crisis, in all its threatening manifestations. Most of you 
will have heard about the disturbing study of N. American bird populations: we 
have lost over 3 billion birds since 1970, including many of our most common and 
best loved birds. Bad enough in its own right, the decline is also a sign of dire 
disruption in the whole natural world. Some things each of us can do: reduce the 
extent of our lawns (less mowing, too) and plant more native species (like 
goldenrod; see below) that support birds and the bugs they need; avoid pesticides, 
and support The Saving America’s Pollinators Act (HR 1337) that would protect 
pollinators and birds from neonicotinoids; drink bird-friendly coffee; and help 
monitor birds by participating in citizen science projects like Project Feederwatch 
(easy, interesting, good fun, while providing important information for science).  
 
 

(continued inside) 

Follow Dresden on Facebook: 
@ DresdenME 

PHOTOS!  We are looking for good Dresden-based 
photos you have taken for royalty-free use in the 
communicator.  Please submit them to 
bridgeacademydresden@yahoo.com   

   
Deadline for submissions: the 20th of each month.  
Disclaimer: Fame and fortune are not guaranteed after 
submission.  Photos will appear in black and white only. 

Pownalborough Court House 

 Our season will come to a close on 
Columbus Day in October, but we can still 
arrange tours by appointment if a group or 
visitors want to come though the Court House. 
 Look for a Halloween event posted on the 
Pownalborough Court House Facebook page. 
 Fall is a great time of year to enjoy hiking 
the trails with the angle of sunlight and foliage 
turning for the coming winter. Hunting is 
allowed on the Court House trails so be sure to 
wear ORANGE at the beginning of November. 
That includes Sundays. 
 For questions or information on arranging 
an appointment call Dave Probert at 737-4959. 
 

Kenyon Fund Correction 
 In last month’s Communicator report on the 
Kenyon Fund’s project for the BA Children’s 
Room renovation Shari Lily, a committee 
member, was inadvertently identified as Shari 

• FIRE PREVENTION OPEN HOUSE—OCTOBER 2, 5 - 7 PM 
• MUSIC JAM STARTS AGAIN THIS MONTH 

Photo credit: Jack O. Lantern 



 Please mark your calendars for the 
following events that will all be held in 
Pownalborough Hall: 
Oct 19th -  2:00 p.m. – Special speaker 
presentation – Scott Belongie will give a 
talk on his ancient archaeological findings 
along the Kennebec and elsewhere in 
Maine.  He will have artifacts on display 
and will provide an early history of the 
era; the differences between the items that 
act as markers between the various periods 
of encampment that occurred in our own 
back yard.   (Free admittance to the 
public) – snacks & refreshments will be 
available. 
Nov. 23rd - Annual business meeting/
potluck supper/speaker    5 p.m. (Speaker 
– TBD)      6 p.m.  - Potluck Supper        7 
p.m.  – Annual business meeting (election 
of officers and directors for 2020.  All 
members are urged to attend. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Public Supper Schedule 

These are always fun and filling.   Buffet 
style that’s all you can eat.  All suppers 
are 5 to 6:30  pm. 
 

Jan. 04 Chili/ Chowder  
Feb. 01 Soup/Stew  
Mar. 07 Casserole  
Apr. 04 Beans & Hot dog 

 
Cost: $7.00 for adults – $ 3.00 for children 
under 12 and FREE for children under 5 
years.  More information will be provided 
prior to each event or on our Facebook 
page.  Please note that we may have 
speakers at some of these suppers so stay 
tuned. 
 

Dresden Planning Board  
 The Dresden Planning Board will meet 
on the first & third Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Pownalborough Hall.  If 
you have questions about a project, feel 
free to contact the chairman, Jeff Pierce, at 
either 441-3006 or 737-4335 to leave a 
message.   
 

Dresden Sno-Valley Riders  
Dresden Sno-Valley Riders have begun 
the 2019-2020 season.  Memberships are 
being taken.  The cost for this year is still 
$20.00 for family or $16.00 for 
individuals.  We meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Old Town House on route 197.  If you like 
the snow, come on in and join.  Or just 
drop in for some hot coffee and snacks 
and check it out.  
 

period just prior to and during the 
Second World War. 

 

Dresden Swap Shop 
Ahhhh, fall is sneaking in.  Time to add a 

sweater or light jacket in the evening.  We 
have lots of them waiting for you to take 
home.  Locals are often surprised when they 
finally stop in and end up leaving with lots 
of treasures.  Books change out every 
month so please come get some.  Dishes are 
always fun.  Lots of cocktail glasses, for 
that new drink you just discovered.  
Our Swap Shop items are always free and 

it is our best way to recycle.  Do you have 
lightly used items you aren’t using?  Feel 
free to bring them in and do stay and look 
around a bit. The volunteers are always 
helpful and very friendly.  They give a lot 
of their time and energy.  So please come 
on in and you will find “who knows what 
and lots of it”. 
  

Thursday       1-3 pm 
Saturday        9-11:00 am and 1-3 pm 
Sunday          9-11:30 am 
 

Dresden Fire Department / 
Fire Association  
 Dresden Fire Association along with the 
Fire Department will host the annual Fire 
Prevention Open House on Wednesday, 
October 02, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  There 
will be lots of fire prevention information, 
demonstrations, raffles, a silent auction, 
kids’ games and food.  We hope you’ll 
bring your family to this important event 
being held at the Pownalborough Station. 
Fire Department personnel will meet every 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at Pownalborough 
Station to do truck/station maintenance, 
training or other activities that are posted on 
the bulletin board.  All members are urged 
to attend.  New members are always needed 
so if you’re interested in checking it out, 
stop by and ask. 
 

Dresden Masonic Lodge #103 
October 1 Tuesday, Special Communication 
EA Degree, 6:00pm meal, 7:00pm meeting. 
October 8 Tuesday, Stated Communication, 
6:30pm meal, 7:30pm meeting.  
Website: https://103-me.ourlodgepage.com 
Facebook: @Dresden103 
 

Dresden Historical Society 
 The DHS will meet on Monday, October 
08 at 6:30 p.m in the Yellow 
Schoolhouse.  New members are always a 
welcome addition.  Membership is only 
$5.00 per person per year. 

Bridge Academy Library  
44 Middle Road, Dresden, ME  04342 

Telephone: (207) 737-8810 
 

Tues & Thurs 1:30-7:00 pm 
Sat 9:00 am-12:00 pm  

 
Adult Book Group:  
 The October discussion book for the 
book club will be George Washington’s 
Secret Six: The Spy Ring That Saved The 
American Revolution by Brian Kilmeade 
and Don Yaeger. The book club meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:30pm at the library. The next session 
will be held on Tuesday October 8.  
 
Mystery Series Spotlight: The wooden 
rack next to Audiobook/DVD New 
Arrivals at the library is home to some 
exciting new continuing stories, including 
these: 
 
Mysteries of Silver Peak- When she’s not 

running her shop in the Rocky 
Mountains of Colorado, Sadie Speers, 
Silver Peak’s “Antique Lady”, has a 
knack for solving the many mysteries 
the town embraces. 

Tearoom Mysteries- Cousins Elaine Cook 
and Jan Blake decide to open a 
tearoom in their newly-purchased 
Maine home. Expecting a quiet, 
uneventful new life, they find 
anything but as they are drawn into a 
number of baffling mysteries! 

Kramer and Zondi- James McClure’s 
police procedural series is set in 
apartheid-era South Africa and 
features Lieutenant Kramer, a white 
detective and Sergeant Zondi, his 
Bantu assistant. 

Night Soldiers- Written by Alan Furst, 
these historical spy novels feature the 

THE DRESDEN COMMUNICATOR 
Dresden Town Office  

534 Gardiner Road, P.O. Box 30  
Dresden, ME 04342 
(207) 737-4335 
Online payment options and more information 
are at townofdresden.com.  HOURS: 

 
And the first Saturday of every month, from 9 am – noon. 
We now do motor vehicle registrations on Tuesday as well.   

 
PHOTO CORNER 

 
Submitted by George Tatten: Wife Carol planted 
from a seed and with a little help from our cat 
fertilizing the ground we have these very tall 
sunflowers.  I believe the worlds record is 28’ 1inch 
i.n the Netherlands.  She’ll try again next year!  
Only in Dresden… 
 

Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri 

CLOSED 9 am -  
4 pm 

9 am -  
4 pm 

9 am -  
6 pm 

9 am - 
4 pm 

Seen in Dresden  
(continued from page 1) 

 The first three weeks of 
September were unusually cool this 
year, with a near-frost on the 18th (a 
week earlier than any temperatures in 
the 30’s in my fifteen years of 
keeping records), and only a third of 
the days reached at least into the 70’s; 
but it looks like we’ll have seventies 
and warmer to close out the month. 
Monarch chrysalides have been 
hanging much longer than their usual 
10-12 days—I watched one for over 3 
weeks—waiting for enough warmth 
to sustain emergence. But when 
warmth comes, they develop rapidly: 
yesterday’s green and gold chrysalis 
was, this morning, black, with black 
and orange wings just visible through 
the outer skin. By noon a lovely new 
monarch had emerged, and is now 
drying unfolded wings in the sun 
before her first flight. I’d seen this 
one transition from caterpillar to 
chrysalis, scrunching it’s banded 
skin, like a sock pushed down to the 
ankle, to leave the soft green 
chrysalis hardening in the air, all in 
less than a minute. What amazing 
luck to catch that brief, breath-taking 
moment. (Google “monarch 
caterpillar turning into chrysalis” to 
watch a video of the process).  
 September is the height of 
goldenrod and aster season; these 
wildflowers currently decorate all our 
fields and roadsides. The young 
leaves of goldenrod are said to be 
edible. Some are used in herbal teas, 
as well as for various medicinal 
treatments. Thomas Edison 
experimented with making rubber 
from goldenrod; his Model T, a gift 
from Henry Ford, had tires made of 
goldenrod rubber. 
 Goldenrod is often blamed for fall 
allergies, but its pollen is large, 
heavy, and sticky. Pollination is by 
insects and bugs, rather than by wind, 
so it is unlikely to be the cause of 
allergies. Blame them on ragweed, 
which often grows near goldenrod, 
but has fern-like leaves. More than a 
hundred species of goldenrod 
(Solidago) are known, 19 of them 
native to Maine, and we probably 
have more than that growing here 
now. Some are early bloomers, 
starting in July, others bloom August 
through October, until the first hard 
frost does them in. In our fields you’ll 
see a mix of species, some long since 
gone to seed, others just starting to 

bloom. Look closely and you’ll 
quickly understand that their 
nectar provides food for masses of 
bugs and insects. My blossoms are 
currently full of honey and bumble 
bees, green bees, tiny bees, 
beetles, moths, and butterflies. I’ve 
seen, but never when I had a 
camera handy, the goldenrod crab 
spider, in it’s yellow phase—it 
turns white when it is on white 
asters, it’s other favorite hangout. 
This spider, that moves backwards 
or sideways like a crab, has long 
front legs with which it grabs prey, 
especially bees and wasps, to eat 
on the spot. The female spins a 
web, not to catch prey, but to 
protect her eggs, which she wraps 
in a leaf and seals with web silk. 
She then stands guard over the 
eggs until she dies.  
 Many fascinating creatures of 
all sizes and shapes populate and 
thrive on native plants in our 
lovely fields. It’s worth taking a 
long look, very satisfying to 
identify and learn as much about 
them as you can. Suddenly even 
weeds and ordinary bugs become 
extraordinary, fascinating, and an 
important part of making life work 
for all of us.  

Monarch butterfly chrysalis, photo 
by Judith Clarke 


